
FIP intervention on EB124/14, provisional agenda item 4.11 Counterfeit Medical Products: 

Speaker: Mr Xuanhao Chan, from The International Pharmaceutical Federation (FIP) in representing also 

the World Dental Federation, World Medical Association and the International Council of Nurses  

 

Dear Honorable Members of the Executive Board, 

Thank you for the opportunity to speak on behalf of four health professions - dentists, nurses, physicians 

and pharmacists - which together represent national associations of health professions in more than 150 

countries, and bring together more than 25 millions health professionals.   

 

Following debates arising from the 61st World Health Assembly, in order to address the negative impact 

of counterfeit medicines on health, a common comprehensive definition for counterfeit medical 

products needs to be in place in all Member States. We support fully the agreed working text by the 

WHO International Medical Product Anti-Counterfeiting Taskforce (IMPACT) Third General Meeting and 

urge all Member States and the international public health community to adopt its principles and to be 

consistent when establishing and enforcing appropriate legislation and regulations that will prevent 

counterfeit medical products from being manufactured, exported, imported or traded.  

 

Since the Rome Declaration in 2006, Non-Governmental Organizations such as health professions 

associations, together with other partners in civil society have called for the consolidation of the most 

relevant stakeholders in combating counterfeit medical products. We would like to commend the 

leadership at the WHO for initiating and supporting the work of the IMPACT Secretariat.  

 

Over the past 3 years, IMPACT has developed a number of technical taskforce documents on legislation, 

regulatory infrastructure and implementation, enforcement, technology development trends and risk 

communication to combat counterfeit medical products. Some of these practical tools have been useful 

in the countries that we work in. The International Pharmaceutical Federation (FIP) in representing the 

World Dental Federation, World Medical Association and the International Council of Nurses, has taken 

a leadership role in the IMPACT Working Group on Communications and therefore, strongly urges all 

Member States to support the draft resolution on counterfeit medical products as a reaffirmation of the 

commitment to prevent and to take all necessary measures to ensure access to genuine quality medical 

products. 

 

As health professional associations, we assign high priority to promoting awareness among all health 

professionals and patients of the dangers of counterfeit medical products. In today’s world, digital 

technology and the Internet make information globally accessible. More and more patients are going 

online to not only research their own medical issues, but trying to self-diagnose and self-treat as well, 

based on what they read on the Internet. In some unfortunate cases, unsuspecting patients have died, 

become sick, or developed a resistance to a genuine antibiotic medicine through the ingestion of 

counterfeit medical products that contain the incorrect amount of appropriate dose of the drug, harmful 

additives and no active ingredients at all. 

 

The economic injury of counterfeit goods such as handbags, music and software is significant to 

individuals, governments and economies; however, it will never compare to the serious public health 

risks that counterfeit medical products pose. This global and deadly phenomenon of counterfeit medical 

products will only be eradicated through an agreed framework of effective coordination, cooperation 

and action at the global level.  

On that final note, we thank you for your attention.  


